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Bishop Alan packs his bags for Christian Aid Week 201 7 


“QUICK. The soldiers are coming. Grab 
your stuff. We need to leave now. And say 
your goodbyes because we’re never coming 
back.” 

That’s the cry heard by tens of millions 
of refugees around the world as they flee 
persecution. If you were in that position, 
what would you choose to take with you? 
That was the question the Rt Revd Dr Alan 
Wilson, the Bishop of Buckingham, was 
asked in the run-up to Christian Aid Week 
(14-21 May). 

What would you take? 

“That’s a tough question. I’d pack my 
faithful Swiss Army knife that’s just so 
handy, my ebook - because I’d need to 
keep myself occupied on the journey, a 
multiplug so I could charge up anywhere, 
a diary to write about my experiences and 
help keep me sane, and finally - my trusty 
mobile phone. With that I can keep in 
contact with my family, take my precious 
photos with me and even read my Bible. I’d 
be lost without it,” says Bishop Alan. 

Bishop Alan was supporting the annual 
campaign, that started 60 years ago, when 
a group of Christians, inspired by the 
teachings of Jesus, decided they couldn’t 
sit back while people suffered in the 
refugee camps amid the aftermath of the 
Second World War. 

Their work led to the creation of 
Christian Aid Week, which today unites 
20,000 UK churches. This year Christian 
Aid is inviting the congregations of those 
churches to stand in solidarity with 


refugees around the world. 

They are fathers, mothers and children 
who are fleeing due to conflict and 
persecution. While most displaced people 
seek refuge in poor countries, in 2015 
around a million crossed into Europe. With 
European borders now closed, thousands 
are finding themselves stranded and in 
need of urgent help. 

Fleeing the Taliban 

Nejebar, from Afghanistan, fled her 
homeland after the Taliban announced 
they would kill anyone who worked 
for the government, like her husband 
Noor. They sought refuge in Greece with 
their children, after a treacherous journey 
across the Mediterranean in a rubber 
dinghy. The young family lives with no 
certainty on their future, especially that 
of their children. Regional Coordinator 
for the Thames Valley area, Phil Evans, 
says, “I couldn’t imagine having to leave 
everything I love behind. Losing my home. 
Saying goodbye to people I love, knowing 
I’ll probably never see them again. It’s 
humbling to see people across the county 
raising money in all kinds of ways to help 
people in need.” 

With the help of its supporters, Christian 
Aid and its global partners are providing 
support for refugees like Nejebar and 
Noor, with essentials including food, 
shelter and job skills training, as well as 
advocating for policies to protect them and 
help them on the ground. 


What is your church doing? 

You can support Christian Aid Week by donating online at www.caweek.org 
or calling 08080 006 006, or texting 'GIVE' to 70040 to give £5. 

Is your church getting involved in Christian Aid Week or involved in work 
with refugees? If so the Door's editorial team would love to hear about what 
you are doing. Please email jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or call 01 865 
208227 with your stories. 




Onevillage.com presents 5 fine 
flat-weave «Ap» cotton rugs 
from the weavers’ cooperative 
in Warangal, central India. 

Each design in choice of: 

2.3x1. 5M £130 
or l.35Mx90cm £55 


See more and 
shop online at 
Onevillage.com 
- Or come into 
our One Village 
Worldshop on the 
A44 in Woodstock 


One place; 
many ideas 


Onevillage.com 

Working in partnership with 
progressive craftmakers’ 
cooperatives - 
since 1979 
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2 News 



Young bellringers tune up to win a national award 


ABINGDON Society of Bell Ringers has won the Sarah Beacham Youth Group Award, 
from the Association of Ringing Teachers (ART). They were presented with the £400 
prize at the ART conference in Basingstoke. 

The Society is made up of the group of who ring the tower bells of St Helen and St 
Nicolas Churches every week. Over the last six years they have encouraged young 
people to join them, holding special weekly practices and courses during some of 
the school holidays. 

They also organise social activities and outings for all the young ringers in the area. 
As the May edition of the Door was going to press, Susan Read, the Society's Training 
Leader, was getting ready to take them on an Easter holiday walk. They were going 
from Great Milton, where they would ring the church bells, to Great Haseley, where 
they would end with another peal. The Abingdon ringers plan to put their prize 
towards a 'dumb bell'. This will allow ringers to practise ringing on their own using a 
computer and hone their timing skills. 

www.facebook.com/AbingdonBells. www.abingdonbells.org.uk. 


Festival of Prayer programme announced 


THE programme for the seventh Festival 
of Prayer, organised by the Diocese of 
Oxford and the Bible Reading Fellowship, 
has been announced. 

There will be a keynote address by the Rt 
Revd Dr Steven Croft, as well as a series 
of workshops aimed at bringing together 
the interconnectedness of prayer and 
life. Participants will also get the chance 
for personal reflection as they wander 
through a prayer labyrinth or embark on 
the Cuddesdon Village Prayer Walk. 


The event takes place on Saturday 9 
September, 10am to 4.30pm, at Ripon 
College Cuddesdon, near Wheatley, 
Oxford, 0X44 9EX. 



Gathering to shape our Diocesan vision 


A CONFERENCE to help discern the 
future vision for the Diocese of Oxford for 
2017 to 2025 takes place this month. 

The event is a gathering of around 100 
people at the High Leigh Conference 
Centre from 16 to 18 May. The Rt Revd Dr 
Steven Croft, the Bishop of Oxford, said: 

“The conference will build on an 
extended period of listening through 
the Vacancy in See process and since my 
arrival as Bishop of Oxford in September 
2016. 


This process builds on the previous 
diocesan strategy, Living Faith, and its 
predecessors and Mission Action Planning 
undertaken in deaneries.” 

Bishop Steven said: “The conference is 
structured as the gathering of a leadership 
community for the Diocese. Significant 
time will therefore be given to worship 
and prayer and to deepening fellowship 
and community together. It is not a long 
business meeting. My hope is that the 
three days will be inspiring and life giving.” 


Youngest organist to join an Oxford college 



LOUIS from Chipping Norton is 
the youngest person ever to play 
the organ for an Oxford college and 
one of only 750 young people now 
thought to be learning the organ in 
the UK. 

Louis, 12, who goes to the Cotswold 
School, began playing the piano aged 
six, and tried the organ for the first 
time just over a year ago. He practises 
at St Marys Church, Chipping 
Norton, and now hopes to have many 
years of organ playing in front of him, 
thanks to funding from alumni of 
Jesus College, Oxford, and ongoing 
support from the charity, The Dr 
Martin Clarke Young Organ Scholars’ 
Trust (YOST). Louis has already 
started to assist the musicians in 
the organ loft and will start to play 
hymns for services in the spring. 

He said, “It is great to play such an 
amazing instrument. I am looking 
forward to improving further through 
my organ scholarship at Jesus College.” 

The Principal of Jesus College, Professor 
Sir Nigel Shadbolt, said, “We are delighted 
to have Louis with us. By starting a 
young music scholarship scheme here 
- the first of its kind in an Oxford or 
Cambridge college - we are creating 
more opportunities to connect local 
state schools with Jesus College, through 
music. And by beginning this project in 
conjunction with YOST we are helping 
gifted young people to have the chance to 


play the organ when they couldn’t have 
dreamt of it before.” 

There are around 6000 organists in 
Britain, both professional and amateur. 
There has been a rapid decline in numbers 
in the past decade, because of the cost 
of lessons and the skill required to 
play, as well as the availability of good 
instruments. This means live organ 
music at Sunday services, as well as for 
weddings, baptisms and funerals, is in 
decline. 


Canon walks on custard at the Dorchester Festival 


MESSY Church science will be 
demonstrated by Canon Sue Booys when 
she walks on custard during the seventh 
Dorchester Festival. 

On Bank Holiday Monday (May 1), 

Sue, the Rector of Dorchester Abbey, 
will demonstrate the properties of a 
non-Newtonian fluid. These are fluids 
that will support someone as long as 
they keep walking over them. If the 
person stops, they will sink. During the 
2015 Dorchester Festival Sue made the 
headlines by abseiling down the Abbey’s 
tower to raise money for the family and 
adoption charity PACT. 

The programme starts on 28 April and 
includes music, cookery demonstrations 
with chefs including Sophie Grigson, 
children’s workshops including; Lego, 
moviemaking, Shakespeare and comic art. 
There will be a food fair and scarecrow and 
historic trails to give people plenty to do. 

The Festival Service takes place on 
Sunday 7 May when the Abbey will 
welcome Mike Wooldridge, a BBC 
journalist for 45 years. 


If you were christened in the Abbey or 
simply want to celebrate your christening, 
you can join the service on Sunday 29 
April - you can even ask for your favourite 
hymns. 

Dorchester Festival is supported by 
about 150 people from the village who 
give their time to organise, pour tea or 
simply bake some of the 1,500 pieces of 
cake that are sold in the tea tent. Steph 
Foreman, the Festival Director, said: “We 
are delighted to have raised over £110,000 
with the Festival, which has been equally 
shared between the Abbey and local 
charities. This year our charity partner is 
Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice, who will use 
the money raised to provide palliative care 
for people with life-limiting conditions.” 


See www.dorchesterfestival.com 

or telephone 0333 666 3366 to find 
out more about the programme 
and book tickets. 









Cox Green becomes an official Family Friendly Church 


THE hard work of the team at the Church 
of The Good Shepherd in Cox Green, 
Berkshire paid off when they became 
the latest recipients of a Family Friendly 
Church Award. 

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud, the Bishop 
of Reading, presented the Welcome award 
during a special ceremony at the church. 
The Welcome Award is the first stage of 
the Family Friendly Church awards run by 
the Diocese. 

The awards encourage churches to 
look at the welcome and the community 
they offer to children, young people and 
families. The second stage is a Good News 
Award, encouraging churches to be good 
news for young people, rather than just 
telling the good news of Jesus. 

The Vicar, the Revd Joan Hicks, said 
“This is the result of a lot of hard work 
from our Childrens Ministry team 
particularly, but also those who are 
involved in the different areas of our work 


with children, young people and their 
families. 

“Of course, we all have a part to play 
in making them welcome. The Welcome 
Award is a wonderful achievement, but 
also a great responsibility. Newcomers will 
rightly have high expectations of us as a 
church community. The challenge now will 
be living up to the award; growing into the 
name of a ‘Family Friendly Church’. Now 
is not the time to rest on our laurels. We 
also have an action plan to work on, with 
the hope of making further progress in the 
years to come.” 


For more on the Family Friendly 
Church Awards go to https:// 
wp.me/P7JCUM-3n6 


Convent offers school trust a new base 


THE Community of St Mary the Virgin 
(CSMV), Wantage are looking forward to 
welcoming the staff of the Vale Academy 
Trust (VAT) to a new office base on their 
convent site on Denchworth Road later this 
summer. 

The VAT’s growing central team currently 
supports and works with seven schools 
in the multi academy trust. It has been 
based at King Alfred’s Academy since its 
inception in 2013. But from later this 
summer its new headquarters will be the 
newly refurbished studio building at St 
Mary’s Convent. The move further cements 
the VAT’s partnership with the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Education and other 
local stakeholders. 

“The Sisters are delighted to be able to 
welcome the Vale Academy Trust to the 
Convent site,” said Sister Stella, Sister- 
in- Charge at the Convent. “Supporting 
education in schools has been an important 
part of the life and work of our community 
since it was founded. We look forward to 
contributing to the creative work of the 
Vale Academy Trust schools by making this 
space available.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Vale Academy 


Trust, CEO Simon Spiers said: “This move 
to local purpose-built facilities marks an 
important milestone in the development 
of the Trust, the first in the country to 
combine both community and church 
schools. We really wanted to be based 
locally, somewhere within easy distance 
of our schools and yet in the heart of the 
local community where we first started. 

The premises are ideal for us and we are 
delighted at the possibility of sharing part 
of the Convent site with the Sisters.” 

The studio building used to house a 
printing press run by the Sisters. More 
recently a church embroidery group has 
used the space. This group will move its 
work into the main convent building. 

A planning application for the conversion 
has been made and it is hoped that the Vale 
Academy Trust’s staff will move into their 
new base in the summer. 

This is the latest in a series of 
developments for the Community at St 
Mary’s. Last year the Sisters took the 
decision to stay at the Convent. The arrival 
of the VAT’s central team is an important 
aspect of the Community of St Mary’s 
continuing commitment to Wantage. 


New Church school for two to 16 -year-olds 


THE Department for Education is 
supporting a new ‘all-through’ Church 
of England Academy for the children of 
Grove, near Wantage. 

The school will be part of the Vale 
Academy Trust, which is currently made 
up of seven schools in Wantage, Grove 
and Abingdon. They include St James CE 
Primary School, St Nicholas CE Primary 
School and Wantage CE Primary School. 

The Members and Directors of the Vale 
Academy Trust are pleased to hear that the 
Department for Education has decided to 
support the opening of a new ‘all through’ 
Church of England academy for the 
children of Grove (near Wantage), which 
will be part of the growing and successful 
Vale Academy Trust. 

Simon Spiers, Chief Executive of the Trust, 
said, “We are delighted with this news and 
look forward to working with the whole 
community of Grove, its families and other 
key stakeholder groups over the coming 


years. It is really important that the residents 
of Grove have an academy that will be very 
much at the heart of the community, with its 
own ethos and identity, catering for children 
from two to 16. 

“As part of the Vale Academy Trust, 
it will also benefit from belonging to 
a strong multi academy trust within 
which headteachers and governors work 
together, supporting and challenging each 
other. Whilst we are aware that there is 
still much to do before the new academy 
can be built and then opens, we are very 
excited that there is, finally, a plan to bring 
a new academy to Grove”. 




tulatloi 


A warm welcome for Woodstock's Swedish visitors 


FIVE visitors from the parish of Granna-Visingso in Sweden visited its twin parish of 
Woodstock in Oxfordshire recently. Picture above with the Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, are the Swedish visitors. Their parish is in the Diocese of 
Oxford's twin Diocese of Vaxjo. 

The Revd Canon Adrian Daffern,Team Rector of the Benefice of Blenheim and 
Assistant Archdeacon of Dorchester, said:"Granna is a beautiful lakeside town in the 
central southern regions of Sweden. It is famous for being a place where polkagris is 
made - the Swedish equivalent of Blackpool rock. In the middle of the lake, Vattern, is 
the island of Visingso, home to a famous historic church. 

"I've visited Granna twice - this was the return match. It was fun. We showed them 
round the parishes, gave them lunch with Bishop Colin, and dinner with the Mayor 
of Woodstock. They were amazed by our wonderful Marlborough CE School, and 
stunned by the beauty of Blenheim. Oxford was all that they had imagined, and more: 
not least the delightful hospitality of Martyn and Emma Percy at Christ Church. On 
Sunday, their vicar (kyrkoherde) Hakan Englund, preached on Lent as 'The Way of 
Love' - a message we need to hear over and over again. 

"We're looking forward to our visit to them next year. But until them we shall stay in 
touch, praying and learning, and discovering more about the worldwide family of the 
Church through our new Swedish friends." Photo: Adrian Daffern . 


Book now for the Yellow Braces youth residential 


BOOKINGS are now open for the annual 
Yellow Braces Youth Residential. 

This year sees the weekend of fun return 
to the Hill End Centre in Oxfordshire. 

The event is headed up by Ian Macdonald, 
the Diocesan Youth Advisor alongside a 
team of youth leaders/workers and junior 
leaders from across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire. 

There will be water balloon volleyball, 
human skittles and a limbo competition 
as well as the ‘solar heated’ swimming 
pool. The chance to engage with 


Christianity, faith and life will be part 
of the weekend. There will also be the 
Junior Leading Programme, which aims to 
provide practical training, theory and the 
opportunity to assist with the running of 
the weekend, to eight people who are in 
school years 12 and 13 or equivalent. There 
are 60 places at the event, which is open to 
people in school years 7-11 and the event 
cost is £65 per person. 

For more information contact Melanie 
Hawgood on 01865 208252 or Ian on 
01865 208253, youthofficer@oxford. 
anglican.org 
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We're not turning our backs now. 



When a Christian Aid Week envelope lands on your mat, please give 
to help refugees get the safety and support they desperately need. 




We believe in life before death 
caweek.org/door 




Resources 5 


Thy Kingdom Come - new five minute prayer resources for busy people 



THE Oxford Diocese has teamed up with 
Discovering Prayer to produce a series 
of five-minute prayer times that you 
can listen to online from Ascension to 
Pentecost (25 May to 4 June 2017). 

If you’ve ever felt that you are too busy to 
pray, then this new initiative can help you 
easily fit prayer into your life. Each prayer 
time will have; a Bible verse: an invitation 
to pray for the world; for our home nation; 
and for five people we know. 

Those who’d like to take part will be able 
to: 

• experience praying consistently, even 
when you are busy 

• get into a routine of prayer 

• structure a prayer time simply on the 
Bible. This can be ‘hands free’ if there 
isn’t a Bible nearby 

• remember to pray for five people each 
day as part of Thy Kingdom Come 

• experience the power of praying with 
many other people via the website 

The audio prayer times are for just five 
minutes a day. If you think that finding 
five minutes to stop is difficult, then you 


are not alone. These audio prayer times 
can be used while you are doing another 
activity - so they’re easy to fit in. 

The idea is to respond to Archbishop 
Justin’s invitation to pray as part of Thy 
Kingdom Come. We are invited to join 
in with this global movement of prayer; 


to pray that more people would come to 
know the love of Jesus Christ. 

Those who’d like to take part can visit 
the website and listen to 11 five-minute 
audio prayer times, one for each day of 
Thy Kingdom Come. You can visit the 
website now and start praying each day 


from 25 May. It’s totally free, so do tell 
your friends. 

“In praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ we all 
commit to playing our part in the renewal 
of the nations and the transformation of 
communities,” says Archbishop Justin. 

“In these times of transformation across 
Europe, mass migration and war, it has 
never been more important to pray in 
whatever way we can. To be transformed 
as individuals and as communities so that 
we deepen our relationship with God and 
work together towards peace.” 

Michelle Eyre, the Chief Prayer Officer 
for Discovering Prayer, said: “Discovering 
Prayer has a mission to help 10,000 
people get going and keep going with 
prayer by 2020, so that we can deepen our 
relationship with God and transform our 
communities.” 



Win Experiencing Christ's Love by John Twisleton 


T his deceptively slim little book by John 

Twisleton is a finely structured riff on love: 
God’s love for us, and our loving response to 
God, in worship, prayer, study, service and 
reflection. Each chapter follows the same pattern, 
with five recurring headings that echo the rhythm 
of a disciplined and devoted spiritual life. This is an 
invaluable guide to anyone wanting to deepen their 
Christian commitment and for whom the monastic 
notion of a Rule of Life has a fresh, contemporary 
relevance. 

The Door has three copies as the prizes in this month’s 
prize draw. For the chance to win simply send in your 
name and address to Twisleton Competition, The Door, 
Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, OX5 
IGF or reception@oxford.anglican.org. The closing date 
is Friday 12 May. 



Experiencing 

Christ's Love 


Establishing a life of worship, prayer, 
study, service and reflection 



Foreword by Father Colin, CSWG 


Join in the BeSpace Vision evenings 

FOUR events to celebrate the work of 
BeSpace are set to take place in Oxfordshire 
over the next two months. 

BeSpace was featured in The Door in 
2014 when Catherine Clayton, (pictured 
right) a former teacher, set up the charity. 

In 2010 she quit teaching to dedicate her 
time to Prayer Spaces for Schools. This sees 
innovative prayer spaces being set up for 
pupils to take time out of their classes to 
pray and reflect. BeSpace broadens the scheme, equipping churches to run prayer 
spaces for community events and in vacated shops as well as in schools. 

One pupil who took part said: "Let’s do this again please! It gave me time to pray 
and think which I really enjoyed." Another said: "I really liked it because it was calm 
and I could actually get through to God." 

Everyone is welcome to find out more at the following celebration and vision 
evenings: 

• Witney/Woodstock area - Monday 8th May, Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford, 
Oxfordshire, OX1 8 4RY- 4-5pm, 5:30-6:30pm and 7-8pm. 

• Oxford area - Wednesday 1 7th May, Tyndale Community School, William Morris 
Close, Oxford, 0X4 2JX -7:30 - 9pm 

• Abingdon area - Wednesday 7th June, The Crown and Thistle, Bridge Street, 
Abingdon, 0X14 3HS - 7:30-9pm 

• Wantage area - Thursday 8th June, The Beacon, Portway, Wantage, 0X1 2 
9BX - 7:30-9pm. BeSpace's patron, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of 
Dorchester, will be at this event. 

The events are free, but spaces are limited, so please book a place by e mailing 
mary@bespace.be 



Heaven’s Morning 
David Winter 

BRF 

£7.99 

by the Revd Tony Lynn 

Y ou will have heard David Winter 
on the radio so know that what 
he says is sensible, personal 
and wise. His writing is just the 
same. Certainly, in Heavens Morning, he 
writes simply and well; accessible stuff that 
covers not only whether there are cats in 
heaven (he thinks not: boo!), but also the 
whole story contained in the Old and New 
Testaments (fascinating). 

To write about what happens to us after 
death is, of course, impossible for no-one 
knows. David Winter is as honest about 
that as he is about understanding the 
raising of Lazarus. And it is because he 
is so open that this book is comforting 
and useful; it avoids being abstruse and 
academic, instead preferring to offer 
possibilities and hopes. 

“...a fleeting experience 
but... a foretaste of the 
glories to come.” 

A key theme is a gentle analysis of 
the difference between ‘everlasting’ 
and ‘eternal’. Too often we use the two 
interchangeably, however here we are 
urged to remember that ‘everlasting’ is 
a word based in time. Since time does 
not exist in heaven, there can be no 
such thing as ‘everlasting life’. Life in 
heaven is ‘eternal’. To explain just what 
he means, the author uses one of his 
own experiences, but one which will 
surely resonate with his readers: time 
stood still for him, there was no time, 
when, as a teenager, he first heard the 
slow movement of Beethoven’s Seventh 
Symphony: a fleeting experience but, as he 
writes, a foretaste of the glories to come. 

Although much of what Winter writes is 


HEAVEN'S 

.-MORNING 


Rethinking the destination 

David Winter 


comforting and positive, he has his fiercer 
moments too. There will be judgement, so, 
scarily, he lists the five “Things that will 
not be in heaven” and the ten “Things that 
will be in heaven”. They are intriguing and 
perhaps controversial lists. 

To support his own case, he uses the 
book of Revelation. Indeed, throughout 
Heavens Morning, Winter frequently 
refers to the Bible. Not obscure passages, 
but ones that are familiar: all part of his 
engaging style that affirms, rather than 
baffles, the reader. 

Inevitably, he is at a loss to define 
precisely life after death, heaven. Yet he 
confirms that, as we have a gracious God, 
there will be resurrection, the resurrection 
that God, throughout the Bible, offers each 
one of us. What is that really like? God 
knows! Hallelujah! 

Competition winners 

The winners of April competition 
are Mrs Anne Soley from Tilehurst, 

Revd Roy Burgess from Bracknell and 
Patricia Pulford from Kidlington. They 
each win a set of Food for the Journey 
devotionals. 
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Could YOU make a difference in the life of a child? 

Do you have a spare room? 


Would you like to earn an income whilst providing a warm and stable home environment for children of a similar cultural background? 
We believe that every child has a colour and to this extent needs to be visible, nurtured and given hope for a brighter tomorrow. 



You may be single, married or in a long-term stable relationship. Perhaps you’ve taken a break from fostering or another caring role? 

We are currently looking for more carers of all ethnicities to take up the challenge of working with us to make a difference in the lives of children and young people. 



We are a small and friendly independent fostering agency located in Croydon. 

We offer: - 

• Excellent rates of pay 
• On-going support for the families and children 
• Regular training sessions relating to fostering issues 
• 24 hour telephone support as well as regular home visits 


If you can make a difference... 

Contact us today for an informal chat and more information 

Tel: 0845 603 2053 

E-mail: info@childrenofcolour.com 

Http: www.childrenofcolourltd.co.uk 


then work with us! 

chile nen of colour 


fostering cultural growth 



SPRING 2017 



Fairer 

Finance 



l£J 

GOLD RIBBON 


Home insurance 


Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 









2017: A Year with Bishop Steven 


Farms and gardens 



A music lesson from Year Six pupils Violet and Thomas at Swanbourne CE School. Photo: Val 
Plumb. 


Meeting the team at Williams Jet Tenders in Berinsfield. Photo: Paul Cowan. 


The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, 
the Bishop of Oxford, continues 
his tour of the Diocese. 

F our deanery visits this month. 
Aston and Cuddesdon, 

Deddington, Mursley and 
Wendover. All very different. All 
full of life and creativity. All gave me the 
opportunity to reflect on rural ministry 
and the rural church. 

Farms and gardens were a theme. “Bring 
your wellies” was a regular instruction. 

I visited a large farm which is part of a 
secondary school on the edge of Banbury. 
The farm plays a vital part in the childrens’ 
learning. In Mursley I spent time with a 
farmer who talked about how challenging 
it is to make the business pay. In the 
middle of rural Aston and Cuddesdon, I 
was taken to Berinsfield: a familiar urban 
landscape. 

We visited a family run business which is 
one of the world’s leading manufacturers 
of inflatable boats. These boats are tenders 
for larger yachts and the company has a 
great apprenticeship scheme. I’ve seen 
some of the effects HS2 will have on local 
communities. I’ve seen newborn lambs, 
goats and chickens, been given newly laid 
eggs and been chased across a field by an 
enormous black pig called Nuke. “He’s got 
a bit of boar in him” said his owner as we 
ran across the field. 


immense” 

Lindengate on the edge of Wendover was 
one of the most remarkable projects. It’s a 
five-acre garden started by Christians and 
undergirded by prayer and the support of 
the churches. All are welcome. The charity 
offers specialised gardening activities 
to help those with mental health needs 
in their continuing recovery. The site is 
staffed by a small team and around 240 
volunteers. Around 60 people a week 
come for one or more sessions of social 
and therapeutic horticulture (STH). 

STH is now recognised as beneficial for 
a wide range of mental health needs 
including anxiety, depression, loneliness 
and dementia (find out more at www. 
lindengate.org.uk) . 


"... the impact of small 
rural congregations 
across the Diocese is 


I’ve found immense creativity in worship 
in rural communities. In the Ironstone 
Benefice in Mursley, the different 
parishes created storyboards to show me 
something of the life of their churches in 
just a few minutes. I was struck by two 
things: the imaginative re-orderings taking 
place to open up the church to the wider 
community and the creative worship often 
led by lay people which is beginning in 
many different places. 

The rural church faces many different 
challenges. Resources are often scarce and 
stretched. Lead thefts are a continual 
concern. The rural church can feel 
undervalued. However the impact of 
small rural congregations across the 
Diocese is immense. The parish church 
remains, often, the centre of community, 


the meeting place and the place to mark 
significant events and festivals for a large 
proportion of the population. (See page 
11 for more on the rural church.) 

I move on next month to Aylesbury, 
Burnham and Slough and Woodstock. I’ve 
invited over 100 people from across the 
Diocese to a gathering for three days in 
May to pray and think together about the 
future ethos and direction of the Diocese. 
Lay Chairs and Area Deans, Bishop’s 
Council and Bishop’s staff, some leaders of 
large churches, younger people and Black 
and Minority Ethnic Anglicans. We meet 
from 16-18 May. We’ll be pondering two 
questions: “What kind of church are we 
called to be?” and “What are we therefore 
called to do together?”. Please pray for us. 











Advertising 



Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 





Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 


If you, or someone 
you know would like 
more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim 
Tel: 01837 851240 

Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 


www.gilead.org.uk 


8 For Richer for Poore 


A report into poverty in the Oxford Diocese is hot off the press. For Richer for Poorer aims to enable deaneries 
and parishes to consider poverty and how the Bible calls us to respond. 


F OR Richer For Poorer was inspired by 
the Rt Revd Steven Croft when he 
named poverty and marginalisation’ 
as one of his three key personal 
priorities for the Diocese of Oxford. 

The report was commissioned by Alison 
Webster, the Diocese’s Social Responsibility 
Advisor, and was put together by Jane 
Perry, an independent social researcher 
with a background in poverty and welfare 
research. 

“...poverty affects us 
all, whether we or 
our communities are 
perceived as rich or poor.” 

The findings demonstrate that the 
meaning of poverty’ is complex. It 
states: “The data presented in this report 
demonstrate how poverty affects us 
all, whether we or our communities are 
perceived as rich or poor. This means it 
is more important than ever to be careful 
of the language we use. Talking about 
‘the poor’ or deprived communities as 
though they are somehow ‘other’ risks 
both reinforcing judgemental attitudes 
and further disempowering the most 
vulnerable.” 

The report highlights the differences 
in demographics in our diverse Diocese. 
“Where people live, and in what sort of 
area, can make a big difference to the 
opportunities available to them and 
to their access to public services. Local 
conversations suggest these gaps may be 
growing.” 

These include city centres, like Oxford, 
where there are complex needs within 
a tight space; suburbs, where the most 
vulnerable may be hidden from view, and 
hamlets and isolated houses where residents 
may experience isolation and difficulty 
accessing health and other public services. 
Ethnic diversity was highlighted in the 


report, with a growing gap in experience 
between parishes that were predominantly 
white and those with growing levels of 
ethnic diversity. The areas with very high 
ethnic diversity are named as Slough, 
Wycombe, Milton Keynes, Aylesbury 
Vale, Oxford, Windsor and Maidenhead 
and Wokingham. See the story below for 
how different ethnic and faith groups are 
working together across the Diocese. 

Jane’s research states: “Poverty comes in 
many guises - people can be disadvantaged 
in any number of ways which are both 
caused by and contribute to income 
poverty. These include mental health, poor 
educational achievement, nutrition...” 

The report states: “The perception 
that Oxford is ‘such an affluent Diocese’ 
therefore does not always tie up with what 
is seen on the ground. This is perhaps 
particularly acute when deprivation occurs 
alongside extreme affluence. This may 
result not only in individuals’ and families’ 
struggles not being recognised by official 
statistics, but also requiring them to share 
services (schools, hospitals etc) with others 
with different extremes of experience, 
exacerbating feelings of inadequacy and 
isolation.” 

“...we need to proactively 
look for what is hidden, 
bringing reality to light.” 

For more on the complexities of 
definitions of poverty, see the report, but 
it’s worth noting that absolute poverty is 
defined by the World Bank’s standard of 
living on $1.25 per day. Jane’s research 
states that this ‘absolute poverty’ means 
that ‘there is no such thing as poverty in the 
UK today’. “However absolute poverty is 
closely related to destitution defined by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation as ‘not being 
able to afford to buy the essentials required 
to eat, stay warm and dry, and keep clean.” 

“JRF estimates that 1.25 million people 
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(184,500 households in the UK) experienced 
destitution at some point during 2015.” 

Although the Diocese of Oxford is less 
deprived than England as a whole, 13 
neighbourhoods are in the top 10 per cent 
most deprived in England and 42 in the top 
10 to 20 per cent, when measured by the 
English Indices of Deprivation 2015. 70 
neighbourhoods are in the 20 to 30 per cent 
most deprived in the UK. 

The report concludes: “For many it is 
relative poverty that bites hardest. ‘Only 
just managing’ is tough enough, but if those 
living close by seem to have so much more 
than you do, it is much harder still. Relative 
deprivation, in close proximity to excessive 
wealth, is a reality for many living in the 
Diocese of Oxford.” 

The conclusions note the problems of the 
acute housing crisis and homelessness, as 
well as “the way much hardship is hidden by 
isolation or stigma.” The report concludes: 
“As church we need proactively to look for 
what is hidden, bringing reality to light.” 


Building interfaith relationships with Common Good grants 


SEVERAL interfaith projects across the Diocese have been 
supported by Common Good grants from the Church Urban Fund. 
The grants, usually between £1,000 and £2,000, are for projects 
that build up interfaith cooperation. 

The purpose of the grants is to address recent and long 
entrenched tensions in local areas between different faith and 
ethnic communities. 

Grants recently awarded in the Oxford Diocese: 

Slough Faith Partnership - A grant of £2,000. The Slough Faith 
Partnership will be working with Windsor and Maidenhead 
Community Forum and Windsor Humanists to run a series of 
community events. These include a community groups showcase 
street fair with local groups exhibiting their work to demonstrate 
local diversity; an informal community picnic; a debate on diversity 
and social cohesion; and events for Inter Faith Week. Participants 
will be from Humanist, Christian, Muslim, Sikh, and Buddhist 
faith groups, and White British, Asian, and Afro-Caribbean ethnic 
groups. Funding is for street fairs, venue hire, speaker costs, 
publicity, and administration, www.sloughfaithpartnership.org. 
uk/ 

Banbury Interfaith Network - £1 ,000 for the Banbury Friendship 
Festival. The network is made up of Anglican, Catholic, Methodist, 
Quaker, B'Hai, Muslim, Buddhist, and Sikh groups. A festival takes 
place this month, to inspire cross-cultural friendships and celebrate 



diversity through a day of live entertainment, food and activities. 
The day, involving at least 300 people, will include a walk, 
breakfast, discussion at a local mosque, shared lunch, presentation 
of the work of voluntary organisations, children’s exhibition, 
history walk, band music and an evening concert of music, poetry 
and dancing. For more see: http://tinyurl.com/ktnt2bt 

Oxford Hindu Temple and Community Centre Project - £1,150 to 
raise awareness of the Hindu faith in East Oxford. The project aims 
to acquire a community centre, celebrate festivals with multi-faith 
communities and give school talks. OHTCCP held a one day Holi 
festival event (Spring Festival of Colour) in March. 
www.oxfordhindutemple.org. 
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Helping people out of homelessness in Slough 


A CHURCH in Slough has stepped in to help a homeless charity in 
Slough that was itself being made homeless. 

Slough Homelessness Our Concern (SHOC) offers help and 
support for the homeless as well as a soup kitchen in the 
Buckinghamshire town. 

Graham Fletcher, the church warden at St John the Baptist 
Church, Manor Park, said: "The charity was given accommodation 
by the council and I understand that the council is wanting to 
redevelop the site. They approached us. Our parish has two 
churches, both temporary buildings built in the 1930s. One we 
use most of the time for our services but the other is available. 

It's the hall they really want to use although they might use the 
church for meetings and counselling sessions. 

"As a church we wanted to do our bit for the community. We 
were clear we wanted to help and they have agreed that they will 
pay for the use of electricity and so on but we won't charge for 
use of the building. Letting them use it is part of our mission." 

Adeline Fleming, church warden, added: "For the past three 
years we have been actively participating in providing food 
and shelter to the homeless in Slough during the cold winter 
months from January to March for two nights per week. As SHOC 
themselves lose their home, where they provide a soup kitchen 
daily, we are more than delighted to reach out to the community 
to offer that support. The church hall environment offers a 



peaceful oasis. It is our prayer that people will find acceptance 
and hope to move forward in their lives." 

Mandy McGuire, from SHOC, said: "We provide short term crisis 
care and long term transformational support, not to just provide 
warm clothes and food but to address the issues that caused 
the person to find themselves homeless. We aim to help them 
become independent and not need our services any more. Last 
year we helped 36 people into work. We are extremely grateful 
to the church for letting us use their premises. Without use of the 
buildings our services may have had to stop." 


The Pilgrim Hearts Trust helps the vulnerable in Bracknell 



THE Pilgrim Hearts charity based in 
Bracknell co-ordinates a winter night 
shelter, a drop-in centre and much more. 

One man who was helped was Jim* who 
was sleeping in a tent when he came to 
Pilgrim Hearts. He was a single man and, 
although he had a local connection, he had 
no priority need. He wasn’t eligible for 
help with accommodation from the local 
council. 

He managed to get a job but he had 
no address to give the employer, so he 
lied and gave a friend’s address. His next 
step was to try and get some long-term 
accommodation. He needed £2,000 for 
rent in advance and a tenancy deposit. 

The council agreed that they would 
give him a deposit but the arrangement 
meant he’d have to pay that back. The 
new Local Housing Allowance limits 
meant his Housing Benefit would not 
meet the monthly rent and he’d have to 
top this up from his wages. He also had 
previous arrears and debt and so the extra 
repayments for a tenancy deposit and rent 
in advance were a challenge. 

"... They may be working 
but they can’t afford 
accommodation.” 

Jim had no furniture or anything to set 
up his home. Pilgrim Hearts provided 
furniture and had contacts with another 
charity who could sort carpeting. Despite 
Jim having a job and being paid, there is 
a concern that he will go back to living in 
a tent as the challenges of managing his 
debts as well as his work and home may be 
overwhelming. 


Jim’s situation is not unique. The For 
Richer For Poorer report states that high 
private rents make housing unaffordable 
to most working families. It also highlights 
problems with social housing. “The supply 
of social housing is going down as demand 
is going up, with a particular effect on 
young families because of difficulty 
matching jobs and housing...” 

The report also mentions a perceived 
increase in temporary accommodation and 
rough sleeping and the problem of people 
forced to sofa surf’ rather than sleep on 
the streets. 

Elaine Chalmers-Brown, of Pilgrim 
Hearts said: “There is a bigger story here 
than just this one guy. We co-ordinated 
the Bracknell Night Shelter between 
December and March across the churches 


in Bracknell. We had quite a few people 
who were working and living in the night 
shelter. They may be working but they 
can’t afford accommodation.” 

The Rt Revd Steven Croft, the Bishop of 
Oxford, visited the Pilgrim Hearts Trust as 
part of his ongoing tour of the Diocese. 

* Jim’s name has been changed for 
confidentiality. 



Fact file on poverty in the Thames Valley 


112 neighbourhoods were in the 10 
per cent most deprived in England for 
Barriers to housing and services 

50 neighbourhoods were in the 10 
per cent most deprived in England for 
crime. 14 per cent were in the least 
deprived for crime. 


18 neighbourhoods (one per cent) 
were in the 10 per cent most income 
deprived in England 

32 per cent of neighbourhoods were 
in the least deprived 10 per cent for 
employment. 


What's next? 

THE Diocese aims to continue to explore 
how to be a church of and for those the 
Bible calls "the poor". If you have insights 
and experience to offer please contact 
Alison Webster on alison.webster@oxford. 
anglican.org. 


Advertising 

The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 


i5~3“ 



St Columba's House 4k 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 



Time Assured 


Expertise in Church Clocks 


Clock Servicing 
Clock Restoration 
Dial Restoration 
Night Silencing 
Clock Hammers 
Auto Winding 
Auto Regulation 


Experienced 

Clockmakers 

Delivering Value 
National Coverage 

Member of the 
British Horological 
Institute 

CHAS Registered 


w: www.timeassured.com 
e: info@timeassured.com 
t: 01623 627 850 



There is none like you, 0 Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

ICh 17:20 (ESV) 
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Rural Resource Roadshow 




Come to a free event to explore a range of 
resources for the rural church. 

The Bishop of Oxford will introduce each roadshow. 

Hear about the findings of the group which spent over 
two years exploring the needs of the rural church, learn 
about the resources available and consider how you 
might use them. 

To book your place please go to the Eventbrite link below: 

https://ruralresourcebampton. eventbrite. co. uk 
https:/ '/ruralresourcewhitchurch. eventbrite. co. uk 


Saturday 17 June, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
Windmill Farm Conference Centre, 
Main St, Clanfield, Bampton, 
Oxfordshire, 0X18 2SN 


Saturday 24 June, 9.30am - 12.30pm 
St John's Hall, 

White Horse Lane, Whitchurch, 
Buckinghamshire HP22 4JZ 


. . . DIOPFSF OF 

CE/oxford 




Rural ministry 


THE rural church is at the heart of the communities it serves. In the 
Oxford Diocese, more than 50 per cent of parishes are classified as 
rural. Those parishes face unique challenges. Here The Door focuses 
on how they are meeting those challenges. 


A new programme, Enhancing the 
Rural Church in the Diocese of 
Oxford, highlights the needs of 
rural churches. Rural churches 
have less infrastructure and very different 
needs to those in large towns or cities. 

The programme comes after a two-year 
consultation. The consultation report 
makes wide ranging recommendations to 
enhance and resource the rural church. 

“Oxford Diocese is one of the largest 
dioceses in the country, within which 30 
per cent of parishes have populations 
under 500. If the countryside Commissions 
definition of a rural place (populations 
under 3,000) is used, 50 per cent of our 
parishes qualify as rural. 


“The Diocese has a valuable history 
over the last 50 years of paying particular 
attention to rural ministry and mission... 

It recognises that under the broad umbrella 
of rural’, the Church comes in many shapes 
and sizes and no one-size fits all, yet the 
pressures within even differing ruralities 
are very similar.” 

The programme will address nine areas 
which impinge on the life of the rural 
church, from addressing the environment, 
context and wellbeing of those who serve in 
rural areas to replenishing the rural church 
for the future. 

The full report will he available from 
July. 


"Imagination, innovation and energy" 


“THE rural church is alive and well” 
was the conclusion of a group of 
churchwardens from the benefices of 
Ironstone, Wykham and Shire’s Edge. 

They met to share stories of vibrant 
styles of worship from cafe church to 
baptism renewal, and youth and schools 
work. Their experiences of rural ministry 
demonstrated that rumours of the rural 
church’s demise are ill-founded. The Revd 
Ronald Hawkes, the Vicar of the Wykeham 
Benefice, said: “We rejoiced that our 19 
Parishes in three Benefices are concerned 
with and committed to mission, outreach, 
service of the wider community, living our 
faith, and sharing our faith. Imagination, 
innovation and energy seem to be the 
hallmarks of Rural Ministry in this part of 
north Oxfordshire.” 


The need to explore and build a theology 
and practice of lay discipleship and a firm 
commitment to collaborative styles of 
ministry leadership for the future were 
affirmed. Increasing the number of self 
supporting ministers may be the answer to 
a potential shortage of clergy in the future. 

“There was no shortage of passion for 
the rural churches and communities in 
this part of the Diocese,” said Glyn Evans 
the Diocesan Rural Officer who joined 
the consultation. “But rural churches 
sometimes get fed up of justifying their 
existence to a church which often puts its 
emphasis in larger centres of population. 
The churches in these benefices, under the 
leadership of those at this consultation 
have a long and mission focussed future 
ahead of them. 


The benefices were challenged to 
work more closely together, to share 
resources and consider employing a joint 
administrator or youth worker. 


The enhancing and resourcing of the 
rural church programme is designed to 
both champion and support this kind of 
vibrancy and build on it for the future.” 


Working together is better in the Wychwood Benefice 


LAST year Cropredy CE School in the 
Shire’s Edge Benefice hosted its first 
Prayer Spaces in Schools, supported 
by BeSpace. (See page five for more on 
BeSpace.) 

Volunteers welcomed the children to 
prayer stations, with hands-on ways of 
exploring themed prayers or reflections. 
The Revd Hilary Campbell, the Vicar, 
said the intiative was so successful that 


the school now sets up a termly prayer 
station exploring the term’s theme, 
value or Church season. 

Hilary has also introduced Pray Away 
Bags into all of the churches in the 
Benefice. The paper bags contain a 
notebook and pencil, a small wooden 
cross, a circle of cloth, a prayer cube and 
a leaflet with ideas on how to use the 
bag’s contents. 


The generosity of villagers in Hardwick 


CHURCHWARDEN Stan Killick knows of 
the challenges of maintaining a historic 
church in a rural village. But Stan, 
from St Mary the Virgin in Hardwick, 
Buckinghamshire, says his church is lucky 
to have one generous but anonymous 
villager who donates around £7,000 every 
year. 

“We are very fortunate,” says Stan. 

“What also never ceases to amaze me is 
how, if we have an appeal for a particular 
thing, whether it is a charity we want to 
give to, church repairs or whatever, we get 
so much money from people who aren’t 
church goers. There are people who never 
darken the door of the church but give very 


generously.” 

“The biggest single fundraising event is 
our harvest supper. That raises £1,000 to 
£1,200 and we’ve been giving it to Water 
Aid.” 

Once a month St Mary’s holds Chat and 
Cha - a drop-in where people who may be 
lonely or isolated can get together for tea 
and cake. “People are absolutely not to give 
money for it,” says Stan. “Hospitality is part 
of our mission.” 

But Stan has seen the village change. 
“There are a lot of much younger people 
who are at work all the time. In the past 
village men would cut the grass for us. 


A Church school at the heart of a village community 



by the Revd Lady Denise Brown 

BEEDON Church of England Primary 
School is a at the heart of a small village 
on the Berkshire Downs, nine miles North 
of Newbury. It is working together with 
the church and community of St. Nicholas 
Church, Beedon. 

The school fosters strong ties with the 
community through its Christian ethos. 
Assemblies are held every day and once 
a week by the local rector, Revd John 
Toogood. Once per month there is 
community worship in the school, when 
relatives and friends join the pupils for 
worship followed by a community lunch. 
Each child is encouraged to ’adopt a local’ 
and act as a host. Every classroom has a 
prayer corner and the school comes to 
church for their own special occasions. 

John says: ’’Just as important as anything 


the school might get from the church, the 
church benefits hugely from the link as 
well. Whether at Remembrance, Harvest, 
Christmas or Easter, the collaboration 
enriches the depth and quality of the 
celebration for everyone." 

The school places great emphasis on 
building community among its pupils 
and staff and extending to parents and 
local residents. Parents helped to create 
a quiet garden where children can go for 
peace and quiet. 

The children say they only need one rule 
for behaviour: "Treat others as you would 
like them to treat you." Headteacher, 
Alison McDonald, describes the school 
as "a big family" extending to include 
parents as well. "We don’t just come to 
learn, we nurture one another," she adds. 

The Revd Lady Denise Brown is the 
Assistant Area Dean of Newbury. 


Working together is better in the Wychwood Benefice 


by the Revd Kate Stacey 

GOVERNANCE and how we organise 
ourselves in the rural church can, I believe, 
be the difference between flourishing and 
failing. 

Over the last six years here in the 
Wychwood Benefice in Oxfordshire, we 
have been consciously thinking about 
what we can do better together than apart. 
This has included worship, as we move 
to having more United Benefice services, 
children and youth ministry, as we pool our 
resources, and, importantly, governance. 

Initially, this was a move to alternate 
Joint PCC meetings with individual PCC 
meetings. When we are together, we are 
able to talk about mission and ministry, 
hear one another’s views, pray with and for 


Now we have fewer volunteers and have to 
tender the work out. That costs £150 per 
month.” 

And St Mary’s has fewer weddings and 
funerals, so gets less money from the fees. 

Despite this, the church, which is currently 
trying to raise £28,000 for work at the base 
of its tower, has a healthy congregation, 

But Stan says that it doesn’t get as many 
bookings for weddings and funerals as it 
used to, so doesn’t get income from the 
fees. “We have an electoral roll of around 
49 people and an average attendance of 30 
on Sundays,” added Stan. “Obviously we get 
more for high days and holy days.” 


one another and share best practice. 

As well as the positive experience of 
JPCC’s, we have a chronic lack of officers 
across the benefice, and a superfluity of 
meetings. Out of all this has come a strong 
feeling that, in fact, we would be better 
together, as one parish. With a committee 
for each church doing the important work 
of caring for the church building and 
fundraising, the PCC would be freed up 
to focus on mission and ministry. The 
number of officers and meetings would be 
dramatically reduced and we will be more 
effective. We are only at the start of this 
process, but we are hopeful and excited 
about the future. 

The Revd Kate Stacey is the Vicar of the 
Wychwood Benefice. 


Rural Resource Roadshow 

EVERYONE is welcome at a free event 
to explore a range of resources for the 
rural church. Book your places on the 
Eventbrite links below. 

The roadshows take place at: 

• Windmill Farm Conference 
Centre, Main Street, Clanfield, 
Bampton, Oxfordshire, 0X1 8 2SN 
on Saturday 1 7 June. To book go to 
ruralresourcebampton.eventbrite. 
co.uk 

• St John’s hall, White Horse 
Lane, Whitchurch, Bucks, HP22 
4JZ on Saturaday 24 June. 

ruralresourcewhitchurch. 

eventbrite.co.uk 
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NEW COLLEGE CHORISTERSHIPS 



CHORISTER OPEN DAY 
Saturday 10 June at 4.30pm 


CHORISTERS at NEW COLLEGE lead an exciting life. They sing choral 
services in Chapel, perform in concerts across the world, and reach a 
global audience through the choir's CDs and webcasts. Our specialist 
music programme trains them to sing as professionals while making the 
most of their youthful energy and enthusiasm. We are looking for 
talented boys to join the choir in Sept 2018 as probationers in year 3. 
Join us for the CHORISTER OPEN DAY & meet the choir's director, 
Robert Quinney. 

Register online or contact 

nancy-jane.rucker^new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279108 



Advertisement Feature 
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For the past 6 years we have been involved 
in giving over 100,000 young people the 
opportunity to explore how they might 

connect with God. 

You are invited to hear about all BeSpace is doing in local 
schools. It will be an evening celebrating current volunteers 
through hearing local stories and an opportunity to find out 
more about our vision for the local area. 


When 

Wednesday 17th May 2017, 7:30 - 9:00pm 

Where 

Tyndale Community School 
William Morris Close 
Oxford 
OX4 2JX 

How to Book 

The event is free but spaces are limited, so please confirm 
your attendance by signing up via our website 

www.bespace.be/connection or e mail mary@bespace.be 

by Friday 12th May 2017. 

www.bespace.be 

Registered Charity Number: 1168891 


When 

Monday 8th May 2017 
4-5pm, 5:30-6:30pm or 7-8pm 

Where 

Warwick Hall 
Church Green 
Burford 
Oxfordshire 
OX18 4RY 

How to Book 

The event is free but spaces are limited, so please confirm your 
attendance by signing up via our website 

www.bespace.be/connection or e mail mary@bespace.be 

by Friday 5th May 2017. 

www.bespace.be 

Registered Charity Number: 1168891 


When 

Wednesday 7th June 2017, 7:30 - 9:00pm 

Where 

The Crown and Thistle 
Bridge Street 
Abingdon 
Oxford 
0X14 3HS 

How to Book 

The event is free but spaces are limited, so please confirm 
your attendance by signing up via our website 

www.bespace.be/connection or e mail mary@bespace.be 

by Friday 2nd June 2017. 

www.bespace.be 

Registered Charity Number: 1168891 


When 

Thursday 8th June 2017, 7:30 - 9:00pm 

Where 

The Beacon 
Portway 
Wantage 
OX12 9BX 

How to Book 

The event is free but spaces are limited, so please confirm 
your attendance by signing up via our website 

www.bespace.be/connection or e mail mary@bespace.be 

by Friday 2nd June 2017. 

www.bespace.be 

Registered Charity Number: 1168891 
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Advertisement Feature 


POLITE CUSTOMER NOTICE 

This is not a ‘pitch to sell’ or an ‘offer must end’ message, 
just to pass on some information that you may find of 
interest. If you drive a car, it is fair to say that at some 
stage you will probably want to change it. This is just to 
inform you that whenever you choose to, there is a small, 
professional Christian company who can look after you. 

The team at Priory Automotive has over 40 years experience 
in supplying the finest used cars to Clergy and church 
members up and down the country. Not only are their prices 
always fair, you can be sure of an honest and ethical service, 
and best of all you are guaranteed a superb car. Nothing 
is left to chance, with full history checks and industry 
leading levels of preparation, the experts at Priory will not 
let you down. 

So when you fancy changing your car, try Priory, they are 
friendly, hugely experienced and totally independent, you 
will not be disappointed in any way. Part exchange is 
welcome and every car is delivered directly to your door, 
free of charge, in fact they are no hidden costs or sneaky 
fees, just one clear price. 

Tel: 0114 2559696 or visit www.prioryautomotive.com 


ALL MAKES & MODELS SUPPLIED 

from a tailor-made service supplying vehicles 
ONLY to Clergy, Church Members and Charities 



Every vehicle comes complete with service, 
history check, warranty, MOT, road tax and valet 

■ Over 35 years experience ■ Part exchange welcome 

■ Honest, ethical and reliable ■ NO HIDDEN COSTS! 


NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY! 




PRIORY 

AUTOMOTIVE 


99% 

CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION! 


www.prioryautomotive.com 


ST. MARY'S CONVENT 


WANTAGE 



St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 


For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 


Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 








Comment & News 



New beginnings 

by Sarah Meyrick 

ehold, I make all things 
new. Eastertide is a 
good time to think 
about new beginnings. 

I write this as I prepare to 
make my own new beginning 
after 11 years as Director 
of Communications for the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

A colleague recently asked 
me what the highlights of my 
time in office have been. There 
have been so many - I’ve loved my job! Some of these have 
been assisting with the grander occasions: the departure 
and arrival of a new diocesan bishop, the Prime Ministers 
address to diocesan clergy in 2011, or the distribution of 
the Royal Maundy at the Cathedral by HM The Queen in 
2013. 

There have been interesting projects such as developing 
the resources to support Living Faith or establishing 
the Thames Pilgrim Way. I’ve had the chance to travel, 
including to the Holy Land and to meet partners in the 
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman. With a colleague from 
another diocese I fronted the communications around 
the Spouses’ Programme at the last Lambeth Conference, 
attended by 800-plus bishops and their partners from 
around the world. 

Then there’s the media side: answering the phone to 
reporters, sometimes around the clock, and doing battle 
to ensure that stories involving ‘the Diocese’ are presented 
accurately and fairly. 

“...it’s a privilege to be able to 

help...” 

All of that is the more public face of the job. A lot of 
the work is much more hidden, behind-the-scenes stuff, 
advising senior colleagues, parish clergy and others. I’ve 
lost count of the number of conversations I’ve had about 
how a tricky situation might play out in the media - and 
what people should say if it does. It’s a privilege to be able 
to help in such circumstances. 




Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door ; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks , Kidlington, 0X5 7 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 




County Archives 


A VILLAGE church has provided 
the Berkshire Record Office with its 


welcomes its 10,000th collection 


the baptism of their three children. 
The burial register notes that 
their second child died aged only 
seven days, that Hannah died at 41 
and Edward, who was the village 
butcher, died at 50. 

Other recent collections include 
a letter from the American Red 
Cross in the Second World War with 
instructions to Reading girls for how 
to behave at dances and a lease for 


land in Bray dated 1742. 

The Record Office is always 
happy to add historic documents 
and photographs to its collections. 
Anyone with relevant material 
is invited to contact: Berkshire 
Record Office, 9 Coley Avenue, 
Reading RG1 6AF, tel: 01 1 8 937 
51 32. Email: arch@reading.gov.uk 
www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk 


10,000th collection for its archives. 

The Record Office, located in 
Reading, is the custodian of local 
archives from across the county and 
has been collecting records for the 
last 69 years. The collections span 
1 0 centuries of Berkshire’s history. 

The 10,000th collection comes 
from St Andrew's, Shrivenham, 
near Swindon - part of the historic 
county of Berkshire which included 
towns like Abingdon and Wantage. 
The oldest item within it was a 
Victorian marriage register dating 
from 1813. 

Lucy Laird, a Shrivenham resident 
and church member, said: "It is 
very reassuring to know that our 
irreplaceable historic records are 
now stored safely at the record 
office." 

Parish registers like the one from 
Shrivenham are invaluable sources 
for family historians. For example, 
the Shrivenham registers record 
the marriage of Edward Cavey and 
Hannah Wicks on 6 April 1814 and 


Diversity Week in 
Weston Turville 


PICTURED right is one of the 
creeds created by children at 
Weston Turville CE School in 
Buckinghamshire . 

The art work was created during 
a Diversity Week held at the school 
during the spring term. 


If that makes it all sound very serious, I can assure you 
there’ve been plenty of funny moments. (Most are, sadly, 
unrepeatable... but who knew that urine was used in the 
making of gunpowder in the 17th century? I discovered 
this only when a researcher called because Blue Peter was 
running a piece on the Gunpowder Plot and needed a 
bishop to provide the key ingredient. Ours were all busy.) 

“...a fascinating time of change in 
the field of communications.” 

Of course, the last decade has also been a fascinating 
time of change in the field of communications. When 
I started here, Facebook had only just reached UK 
universities, YouTube was brand new and Twitter was yet 
to be invented. Now social media is the first port of call for 
many. And I’ve seen first-hand that, for all its potential, it 
doesn’t always bring the best out of people. 

“Now social media is the first port 
of call for many.” 

The speed of developments presents many challenges. 
Change is often bewildering, and we can sometimes feel we 
are being left behind. But as a wise man once said to me, 
it’s not where you go that matters, it’s who goes with you. 


God in the Life of... 

... continued from page 16 

It was once again at a summer festival, Soul 
Survivor, where Chris said that he had a ‘properly 
God moment’ in 2014. “I was in a meeting in 
worship and that was when the vision for LAMPS 
Collective downloaded in terms of it being 
collaborative. It was something I needed to try to 
make happen.” 

LAMPS Collective’s objectives are three-fold; 
producing resources: printed material, music 
and film that can be used in church; live events: 
performances that churches can hire the LAMPS 
collective to perform; and thirdly it gives people 
opportunities, to perform and serve in other ways. 

When he is not busy with LAMPS Collective, Chris 
loves watching football. He supports Leicester City 
and of course Oxford City where his son, Isaac, 17, 
plays. 

He also loves cookery and when he left his last job, 
his leaving gift was classes at the Dancing Trousers 
Cookery School. He lives in Abingdon with his 
wife, Sophie, Isaac, his daughter Mercy, 18, and the 
family dog. In 2015 to 2016 he achieved local fame 
with his creation Jon Bon Jedi and the song Is There 
a Yoda, released to coincide with the release of The 
Force Awakens. 


LAMPS Collective would love to perform at your church. The 
repertoire includes Scrooge, a mad-cap version of A Christmas 
Carol and Miss Scrooge first performed at The Unicorn 
Theatre, Abingdon. OTT (Old Testament Tales) which is set 
in a Palestinian kitchen and touches on age-old themes of 
prejudice and discrimination whilst ensuring a lot of food for 
thought and hilarity of Biblical proportions! The most recent 
is the Easter Passion Play, performed in Abingdon in late 
April. 

They also need people to pray for their work, support 
it financially and also join the local production team of 
volunteers. They currently need people with experience 
in administration, project management, IT and writing/ 
designing marketing materials as well as practical folk to help 
with costumes, set etc. Supporters are called LAMPS-lighters 
as they help LAMPS shine a little light in a world that can 
often seem a bit dark. 

For more details about LAMPS visit www.lampscollctive. 
com and for information on shows or volunteering 
opportunities contact Julie Kemp-Harper on info@ 
lampscollective.com 01235 521049. 

Watch Chris perform one of his poems for the Diocese of 
Oxford's website at www.oxford.anglican.org/LAMPS 
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Audio version 

Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
version of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227. 






16 God in the life of... 



FOUNDER member of 
LAMPS Collective Chris 
Matthewman tells Jo Duckies 
his story of growing in 
faith and developing into a 
Christian children's worker and 
performance artist. 

I met Chris in the Abingdon home of 
Julie Kemp-Harper, a key member of 
the LAMPS team who is working hard 
to help make the collectives future a 
success. We meet in early Lent and Julie 
provides coffee and hot cross buns as Chris 
tells me of his early experiences of church 
as a boy growing up in Leicester. 

“I was brought up in the Roman Catholic 
tradition of church-going. My mum was 
devout and as a youngster she took me 
along to church.” 

While admitting that traditional church 
didn’t float his boat, Chris says he was 
always spiritual. “I remember talking to 
God candidly as a very small child. I never 
stopped believing that God was real. When 
I was eight or nine the minister of a classic 
evangelical church moved into our street. 
He spoke like the Revd Ian Paisley and 
would bang his fists on things.” 

“It was a proper 
experience of God that 
sold me on everything 
faith related...” 

Going along to the evangelical youth 
club when he was 12 or 13 meant playing 
football for most of the evening, and 
finishing with a five-minute thought for 
the week from the Bible. 

“I don’t know what led to it really but 
I remember being in bed one night and 
saying ‘Jesus if this is real I would like to be 
part of it’. It was about a year later when 
I had a profound religious experience. I 
was filled with the spirit. It was a proper 
experience of God and that sold me on 
everything faith related really. 


“I think if you were brought up to believe 
in God, or the idea of God, it makes sense 
to you and puts your faith in a certain 
place. If you have that experience of God 
where you realise it really is real then it 
does give you a good foundation for life. 
Whatever else is going on in the world at 
least I know that God is good, real and not 
just an absentee landlord.” 

One of Chris’s many passions as a child 
was performance. “There was a church 
drama group I became a part of and they 
did sketches from Riding Lights in the 
church. I’d always been a performer, that 
was part of who I was and was merging 
with the deeply religious part of who I 
was.” 

Doing well at GCSE Drama Chris 
decided to leave school at 16 rather than 


continuing to study for A Levels. “I felt I 
would be better off working. I did various 
jobs and at 18 I did my first year at Bible 
college out of a sense of feeling called to 
something. I knew a young feller who 
had also been to Bible college and had a 
lot of respect for him.” Lots of youth and 
children’s work followed, before three 
years at theological college. 

“Performance was a natural part of being 
a youth pastor for me. So much of what we 
do in church comes under the category of 
performance.” 

In 2003 Chris became involved with the 
Pais project, looking after their children’s 
and schools work. Pais Project is a global, 
non-denominational group that creates 
partnerships between schools, community 
projects, businesses and churches. 


It was here that he developed his one man 
shows under the performance name The 
Postman. He is known for his one-man 
version of Scrooge and I’ve Lost My Sheep. 

Chris says the word evangelism is too 
strong for what he is trying to do, but he 
is trying to tell Bible stories in a relevant, 
humorous and light way to people who 
wouldn’t normally go to church. 

Between 2005 and 2010 Chris took 
his show Love School to the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival. Exploring his relationship 
experiences, including his years of 
marriage to his wife, Sophie, led to 
him developing the School of Life. This 
is his own business, where he offers 
his performance to sixth forms to help 
teenagers explore relationships. Some 
employ him using funding from their 
PHSE budgets. 

“...the calling to write , 
particularly the songs 
and the poetry, felt very 

heavy...” 

The idea for LAMPS Collective came 
about as Chris began to see the benefits 
of working with others, rather than being 
a one-man band. Part of the journey was 
turning Scrooge into a two-man show 
while part was reflecting at Soul Survivor 
and New Wine on where his work should 
take him. “I was in a meeting during one of 
the summer festivals and it was almost like 
the calling to write, particularly the songs 
and the poetry, felt very heavy suddenly. 

It was like that was more important than 
the performance, so I started to write 
prolifically.” Aware of Christian friends 
involved in performance who were feeling 
unfulfilled, he was asked to do the 2013 
Abingdon Passion Play, but, busy with his 
work at the Peachcroft Christian Centre 
in Abingdon, he didn’t know if he could 
do it. Sam Pullen- Cambell, the Director of 
the annual Passion Play, is now also the 
director for many of LAMPS Collective 
projects. 

Continued on page 15... 




01494 • 773712 
David Wasley MA • FMGP 
www. 3 rdmi llenniumartists.co.uk 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0517 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


0118 984 2582 

pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 


Join us. pbs.org.uk 


WALKER 

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 

LATER LIFE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL 
AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS & 
MEMORIALS, BEREAVEMENT CARE 

FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 

HEAD OFFICE READING 0118 957 3650 

www.abwalker.co.uk 





STAINED GLASS 
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 


Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service 

Commissions undertaken 
Residential and 
Ecclesiastical 

EST 1 990 with over 
40 years experience 


0 LEADCRAFT 

STAINED GLASS STUDIO 


3 Malthouse Lane, 
Reading RG I 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
By appointment only 


barrydavis 1 955@btinternet.com 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 
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prayers and involvement in the Diocese. 
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Church on Sunday can feel worlds away from our day-to-day lives. We asked Christians to tell us how their lives connect with their faith for 
our new Whatever You Do prayer calendar. 

Alexandra Hewitt on the 
joys and challenges of the 
education sector. 


I ’ve been working part-time for 
the Further Mathematics Support 
Programme for nine years. I’m 
passionate about equality in 
education, and about mathematics, and 
this job is about ensuring that every 
young person has the inspiration and 
opportunity to study mathematics to the 
highest possible level. 

There’s a lot of uncertainty about our 
own funding, and it seems that some 
schools will struggle to continue offering 
Further Mathematics. We are also still 
waiting for all the courses to be accredited, 
even though schools start teaching them 
in less than six months’ time. Sometimes it 
feels as if the Government has no concept 
of the need to plan ahead, which makes it 
very stressful for teachers. 

I’ve often wondered whether teaching 
mathematics is really a response to God’s 
call, but it’s what I’m good at, and trying 
to give every young person the same 
opportunities in life seems to be loving 
your neighbour’. 

I see God at work around me in all the 
teachers giving everything to support and 
inspire their students. There is a huge 
amount of selfless service in education. 
When I’m not working for the FMSP, I am 

Darren Sampson on the fast- 
paced world of telecoms. 

I started in the telecoms industry 
over 20 years ago. I moved on to 
become a supervisor in a mobile 
phone warehouse. Learning to drive a 
fork-lift was fun and security was as strict 
as in an airport. Eventually, I became an 
independent contractor, working on IT 
projects for mobile phone networks. 

The most satisfying part of my job is 
getting to the bottom of a tricky problem, 
getting agreement on how something 
should work or when there is a “light-bulb 
moment” and someone comes up with an 
ingenious solution. 

Sometimes, new initiatives can appear 
out of nowhere and it can be very 
challenging to get input from people 
when they are already busy meeting other 
deadlines. 

A big part of my job is about building 
relationships with people. Sometimes a 
chance mention of my involvement with 
the local church can lead to a discussion 
about faith. I have been able to provide a 
listening ear to colleagues and occasionally 
offer to pray for a colleague or someone 



Director 
of Music 
at St Mary 
the Virgin, 

Wheatley, 
where I’m 
also training 
to be a 
Licensed 
Lay 

Minister, 
and I’m 
involved 
with Fusion 
Wheatley, 

and run a lunchtime group called ‘Xplore’ 
at Wheatley Park School. I also do a small 
amount of piano and organ teaching. 

Please pray for 

• all schools struggling to recruit 
enough specialist mathematics 
teachers. 

• teachers to be able to balance their 
workload and life, and find time to 
plan for course changes. 

• the uncertainty about funding to be 
resolved. 

• me trying to balance the demands of 
my main job, being Director of Music, 
and the LLM training. 

• that people will catch a glimpse of 
Jesus in my life and want to find out 
more. 

in their family. 

A church near 
my office runs 
an excellent 
“workers lunch”, 
providing bible 
teaching, time 
for discussion, 
fellowship and 
the opportunity 
to pray for people 
and situations at work. 

I believe I can see God at work in people 
who show grace under pressure, providing 
support and encouragement to those 
around them. 

Please pray for: 

• those who feel overwhelmed 
by the ever-increasing pace of 
change. 

• those who worry about their job 
security. 

• those who need strength to stand 
up and do the right thing in the 
face of financial or time pressures. 

• Christian groups organised for 
workers, by local churches and 
within workplaces. 




Cllr Nick Hards on serving his community as a Labour councillor. 

I’ve been a member of Oxfordshire County 
Council for four years. I first became a councillor 
in 1 995. 1 do it because serving the community 
in which I live has always been fundamental to 
my life. 

Every day I check my emails to see if anything 
new has cropped up. I follow up any phone calls 
and go and see anyone who has asked for my 
help. It’s important that I am generally available. 

I also read everything relevant to meetings. I 
make notes and prepare to speak when I need to. 

I prepare alternative ideas when the ruling group 
of councillors has in my view made a mistake. 

Some of the best bits of being a councillor are the most challenging, like finding 
out that a new housing development has compromised the foul sewers and 
caused serious incidents. The new sewer has just been completed but the builders 
decided not to speak to me in the future. Some years ago I managed to get a family 
with three children under five rehomed. They had been living in a nearly derelict 
caravan. It’s always about trying to solve people’s problems. There are elections 
on 4 May and the electorate might decide not to re-elect me. When I’m angry and 
frustrated I think of Jesus turning the money changers and merchants out of the 
temple. A quick prayer and I calm down and work out (I hope) an answer to the 
problem. Also my Group Leader is a Christian and she often confides in me and 
seeks my advice. This definitely turns into a three way conversation with God at the 
centre. Please pray for 

• Wisdom when the problem looks tough. 

• For the power of concentration when I'm studying complicated 
paperwork. 

• For patience when someone who I represent brings me a problem 
which they seem to have caused themselves. 

• For the ability to seem cheerful when things are falling apart. 


Estelle Fourie on moving 
from working as a dietician to 
working in IT. 

I started my career as a dietician but 
over the last twenty plus years, 
have found myself working in IT. I 
retrained and before taking the exams 
asked God for peace and clarity as I’m not 
technically minded. I passed and took up 
the role of business analyst. Life in IT has 
been hard and I’ve spent many sleepless 
nights worrying about not being able to 
resolve technical issues. The good thing 
about my role was that I was problem 
solving and worked on opportunities to 
make life easier and increase productivity 
and profitability. 

I worked for a major company based in 
Canada and my job involved extensive 
travelling. It’s during this time that 
I started training as a Licensed Lay 
Minister at St Nicholas’s, Great Kimble. 
The travelling meant that I had to delay 
my training, but I got there in the end. I 
moved to another company which was a 
challenging experience. Prayer support 
from other Christians and reading a Psalm 
every morning helped. 


I moved to a new job in London as a 
Service Delivery Manager in January, 
with an innovative company . We work 
with customers such as Greggs, Burberry, 
Transport for London, Jaguar Rolls Royce, 
BP and British Gas. Looking back at my 
25-year career, I’ve covered diverse fields 
but there’s a common thread — a desire 
to find solutions. I believe God uses me 
in this service focused role to show that 
service is a virtue — Galatians 5:13 “....do 
not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another.” Please pray: 

• That we strive to be more outward 
looking and focus less on our own 
desires and needs. 

• For justice and equality. 

• For learning to celebrate diversity 
and differences without judging. 

• That we do not become callous 
when faced with overwhelming 
humanitarian crises. 


Longer versions of these edited stories 
can be found at www.oxford.ang I ica n. 
org. Prayer points are being Tweeted 
every day: @Whateveryoudo 






Advertising 


WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 

• Design 


Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 

• Print 


We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 


• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses. 


A 


Great 
customer service 


CALL 



01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 



vision 


May prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condit 



Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

‘ Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, rejoice. Let your gentleness he 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 

Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God.’ 

Philippians 4:4-6 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 1 Hungerford with Denford: 

Michael Saunders and Alison Saunders. 
For a growing number of people to 
join us weekly for worship and become 
members of the church. For members 
to learn by joining Alpha and then a 
home group. 

TUESDAY 2 Lambourn Valley: Martin 
Cawte. For Lambourn CE Primary 
School and its relationship with the 
Lambourn Valley Benefice as we 
support them through a difficult 
time. For our initiatives to make the 
church visible by walking throughout 
the Lambourn Valley praying for our 
communities from various vantage 
points. Lambourn Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 3 St Nicholas Newbury 
and St Mary, Speen: Will Hunter Smart, 
Will Briggs, Joy Mawdesley, Gill Briggs, 
Ed Carthy and Jane Sutton. For St 
Nicolass prayer ministry and half- 
night of prayer as part of Thy Kingdom 
Come. For our hosting of Newbury 
Spring Festival concerts. For St Marys: 
For a growing awareness in our parish 
of how our church is a part of the wider 
community. For ongoing connections 
with a local primary school. St Nicolas 
Junior School. 

Bishop Colin confirming in Abingdon. 

THURSDAY 4 St George and St John, 
Newbury: Debbie Davison. For our 
vacancy: for our responsiveness to the 
Holy Spirit, growing in unity, service 
and mission, as a benefice. St John the 
Evangelist Infant and Nursery School. 

FRIDAY 5 Shaw cum Donnington: 

Marion Wood. For our 175th 
Anniversary, that it may be a gift for 
mission and community cohesion. For 
a deepening relationship with families 
who come to have their children 
baptised. Shaw-Cum-Donnington 
Primary School. 


SATURDAY 6 Thatcham: Mark Bennet, 
Brenda Harland, Pat Jones and 
Marion Fontaine. Give thanks for the 
opportunities opening up through our 
work with Partnership for Missional 
Church and pray for discernment in 
choosing which to pursue. For the 
deepening of relationships between St 
Barnabas Church and the community 
around Thatcham Park School, for our 
work with community schools, for the 
development of work with families 
and discipleship and for the challenges 
faced by the church in serving its 
community of over 25,000 people. Also 
for discernment in finding the way 
forward for our youth work. Thatcham 
Park Primary School. 

MONDAY 8 Walbury Beacon: Matthew 
Cookson and Sue Webster. For our 
new Priest in Charge starting later in 
the year. For developing lay ministry 
within the benefice. Enborne Primary 
School and Kintbury St Marys Primary 
School. 

TUESDAY 9 Deddington Deanery: 

Jeff West, Lindsay Mills, Juliet West, 
Stephen Fletcher, Jon Cardy, John 
Jackson and Jackie Jones. For the 
work being done to welcome the people 
moving into all the new homes being 
built in the deanery. For Banbury 
Young Homelessness Project and young 
people in need in Banbury and the 
surrounding area. 

Bishop Andrew confirming in Newbury 
Deanery. 


WEDNESDAY 10 Adderbury: Stephen 
Fletcher. For our Cafe Church initiative 
with Christopher Rawlins Primary 
School and St Marys Church. For 
nursing homes in the parish, at Lake 
House, and the newly opened Gracewell 
Home. Christopher Rawlins Primary 
School. 

THURSDAY 11 St Francis, Banbury: 

Chris Gaynor and John Goodman. We 
give thanks for Revd John Goodman 
and his family, for all they have 
contributed to the life of our parish, as 
he ends his curacy with us. We ask God 
for wisdom, guidance and grace as he 
moves to Chalfont-St Peter to be their 
new Vicar. We ask for Gods direction 
as we embark on the process of Mission 
Action Planning. Pray that we may hear 
the voice of the Holy Spirit above all 
others. 

Bishop Steven confirming at Magdalen 
College. 

FRIDAY 12 St Hugh, Banbury: For 

Anita Smith and Colin Smith and for 
the newly elected churchwardens and 
PCC members, that we will increasingly 
seek to serve Christ and make him 
known. Give thanks for opportunities 
to reach out in new ways, through our 
monthly cafe service, Piece Together 
jigsaw club, our local school and the 
health and well-being centre. Pray that 
we would find creative ways to connect 
with those moving into the new 
housing. 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 


SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.00am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 


WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 







ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


LIVING 




SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 


SATURDAY 13 St Leonard, Banbury: 

Sue Burchell. For our work with 
children and families. For the setting 
up of a project group for new kitchen 
and toilet facilities in church. St 
Leonards Primary School. 

MONDAY 15 St Mary, Banbury: Philip 
Cochrane and Roger Verrall. St Marys 
Primary School. 

TUESDAY 16 St Paul, Banbury: Daniel 
McGowan, Richard Power, Susan 
Johnston, Dennis Smith and Jeannette 
Law. Pray that we grow in confidence 
in sharing our faith in Jesus with 
others. Also that we trust in Gods 
unfailing kindness alone as we launch 
our building project and look to raise 
£2. 5m. 

WEDNESDAY 17 Bloxham with 
Milcombe and South Newington: 

Dale Gingrich. For newly elected PCC 
members and churchwardens. Give 
thanks for all who offer their time, 
talents and treasure in support of 
ministry and mission in Bloxham, 
Milcombe and South Newington. 
Bloxham Primary School. 

THURSDAY 18 Bodicote: Sarah Sharp 
and Elizabeth Smith. For all those 
moving into the new housing in 
the parish and for the new primary 
school in Longford Park opening 
in September. For the church as we 
continue to develop our three priorities 
of developing a welcoming and 
hospitable church that provides good 
quality worship and grows disciples. 
Bishop Loveday Primary School. 

FRIDAY 19 Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton: Annie 
Goldthorp. For both PCCs as we try to 
grow our church. Deddington Primary 
School. 

SATURDAY 20 Ironstone: John Reader 
and Hugh White. For continued 
support for Cafe Church and our 
work with schools and families. For 
our response to the new housing 
developments. Shenington Primary 
School and Wroxton Primary School. 

MONDAY 22 Shires’ Edge: Hilary 
Campbell. Give thanks for Prayer 
Spaces in Cropredy School and for 
continuing to build our benefices 
relationship with the school. For 
compassion and encouragement for all 
those facing challenge, loss and hurt 
in their daily lives. Cropredy Primary 
School. 

TUESDAY 23 Wykeham: Ronald 


Hawkes. For strength, courage, vision 
and joy for all those recently elected as 
church wardens and members of the 
PCC. For our work with children, families 
and young people, including Messy 
Church and our Youth Group. Bishop 
Carpenter Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 24 Milton Keynes Deanery: 

Tim Norwood, David Thom, Steven 
Snook, Janet Nelsey, Chris Collinge, 

Alan Hodgetts and Linda Kirk. For 
the expansion of the city and the 
newer housing areas - and new church 
communities being established in these 
areas. For those affected by inequality 
including the homeless, refugees, asylum 
seekers and children living in poverty. 

Bishop Colin confirming at Chinnor. 

THURSDAY 25 Milton Keynes Mission 
Partnership: John Robertson, Alison 
Drury, Adrian Prisk and Ann Harris. For 
the development of our Leading for a 
Change programme. For the flourishing 
of new mission initiatives. 

FRIDAY 26 Milton Keynes Christian 
Foundation: Stephen Norrish and Paul 
Oxley. For young people with learning 
difficulties and disabilities seeking 
opportunities for employment. For 
people dependent on food banks to make 
ends meet. 

SATURDAY 27 Bletchley: David 
McDougall, Ben Thorpe, Catherine 
Butt, Matthew Beer, Sam Muthuveloe, 
Peggy Faithful, Andrew Walmsley, 


Robin Rowles, Pat Kerr, Alan Bird, 

Philip Bates and Peter Cutler. For the 
formation of the Transplant team to go 
to St Frideswide this autumn. For the 
development of the new pioneer church 
in Newton Leys. Cold Harbour Primary 
School. 

MONDAY 29 Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes: Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga, Tim Norwood, Marian 
Ballance and Brenda Mosedale. We 
are a global church, truly ‘a house of 
prayer for all nations’. We feel this is 
the future of the church; however new 
opportunities and possibilities come 
with new challenges too. Pray that God 
gives us the wisdom to be sensitive to his 
Spirit as we walk into the future. We are 
the ‘diaspora church’, gathered by God 
from all the corners of the earth; pray 
that God helps us to respond wisely and 
engage prophetically with current affairs 
in our society and the world. 

TUESDAY 30 Fenny Stratford: Victor 
Bullock and John Hibbard. 

WEDNESDAY 31 Stantonbury and 
Willen: Paul Smith, Andy Jowitt, 
Iwuagwu Chukwuemeka, David Wilson, 
Mike Morris, Mindy Bell, Lavina Porter, 
Chris Howden, Ruth Walker- Singh, 
Margaret Prisk and Margaret Moakes. 
For our development of vision and 
priorities as a whole partnership. For 
a good sense of collaboration for our 
team of lay and ordained ministers. St 
Andrew’s Infant School. 


Coming and Goings 


The Revd William Whyte will take up 
post as Associate Minister, Wolvercote 
and Wytham; The Revd Richard Cowles 
will be retiring in October; The Revd 
Nicholas Jackson will be retiring in July; 
The Revd Dr Graeme Fancourt has 
taken up post as Area Dean of Reading 
Deanery in addition to his current post; 
The Revd Stephen Pullin has taken up 
post as Assistant Archdeacon, Berkshire 
Archdeaconry in addition to his current 
post; The Revd Rosamunde Roberts will 
take up post as Rural Dean, Buckingham 
Deanery, in addition to her current post; 
The Revd Mark Bodeker will take up post 
as Associate Minister of All Saints, Didcot; 
The Revd Dr Phil Cook has taken up post 


as Associate Minister, North Abingdon; The 

Revd David Williams has taken up post as 
Area Dean of Aylesbury in addition to his 
current role; The Revd Mark Thomas has 

taken up post as Associate Minister, Witney; 

The Revd Canon Roger Simpson will take 
up post as Associate Minister, Chipping 
Norton. 

The following have been given Permission 
to Officiate: The Revd Alexander Battey; 
The Revd Geoffrey Pugh; The Revd Kay 
Peck; The Revd Carolynn Croisdale- 
Appleby; The Revd Richard Kent. 

We recall with sadness the death of The Rt 

Revd Henry Richmond. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 7 Bishop Steven confirming at St Michael’s, 
New Marston and Jesus College; Bishop Colin confirming 
at Kingham Hill School; Bishop Alan confirming in 
Amersham Deanery. 

SUNDAY 14 Bishop Steven confirming at University 
Church, Oxford and St Michael and All Angels, Summer- 
town; Bishop Andrew confirming at Bradfield College and 
Greyfriars, Reading; Bishop Colin confirming at Shiplake 
College, Bishop Alan confirming at Milton Keynes. 


SUNDAY 21 Bishop David Jennings confirming at Downe 
House School; Bishop Steven confirming at St Luke’s, Ox- 
ford and St Mary’s, Chesham; Bishop Colin confirming at 
Bloxham School. 

SUNDAY 28 Bishop Colin confirming at Chalgrove. 

A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2017 is available at 
www.ccow.org.uk. 


Advertising 


No organist? Problem solved! 


Hymnal Plus is the ultimate 
worship music solution. 

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button! 

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation. 

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 
churches across the UK. 

Hymnal Plus* 

For your FREE demo CD... 

Call: Freephone: 0800 043 0503 
visihwww.hymntechnology.com 



£1999 inc VAT 



enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 



Cleeve Lodge Residential Home 
Elmhurst Road, 
Goring-on-Thames RG8 9BN 


CQC Rating of ‘Outstanding’ awarded October 2016 

Day and Night carers needed to join our team. 

No experience necessary but a caring and 
compassionate nature is needed. 

Training will be given. 

Email: cleevelodge@hotmail.co.uk 

Visit our website today at www.cleevelodge.co.uk 








Advertising 



Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 





SOUTHCOMBE VILLA 
GUEST HOUSE in 


BEAUTIFULSIDMOUTH DEVON 


Comfortable, welcoming guesthouse within 
a gentle stroll of town centre and sea. Well 
furnished ensuite rooms. Home cooking. Non 
smoking. Charming surroundings and large 
private car park. 


MAY/JUNE SPECIAL 

Four nights halfboard £150 per person. 
To book or for more information call 
01395 513861 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

READERS SPECIAL OFFER 
Mention this advert to receive your readers discount 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 

Single trip cover (NO max. age) 

Conditions apply H 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 





SLOW GALILEE 2 May - 9 May '18 


For a brochure call 01992 576065 


Lightline Pilgrimages, Coopersale Hall Farm, Epping, CM16 7PE 


www.lightline.org.uk [ 


RETREATS 

Led by 

Bishop John Pritc 


thedoorpost 

Events in May 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the June issue is Monday 8 May. 



Street food is sold at the Witney Festival of Food and Drink. Photo: Witney 
Festival of Food and Drink. 


MONDAY 1 MAY 

Weston Turville: Cream Tea at St 
Mary the Virgin Church, 3-5pm. 
Details of this and further cream 
teas at the church available from 
Wendy Prestage 01296 614699 or 
www. s tmarys wt . org. 

Tilehurst:St Michael’s Spring 
Fayre, 11am - 1pm, in the Church 
Hall on The Meadway. 

FRIDAY 5 MAY 

Oxford: Unicorn Ecumenical 
Talks: ‘Ignorance, Arrogance and 
Intolerance - a toxic cocktail’ 
by Brian Fidler MA, Fellow of 
Harris Manchester College, 
professional businessman 
and amateur historian. The 
House of Saint Gregory and St 
Macrina, 1 Canterbury Road, 
Oxford. 12.30pm for tea and 
coffee (bring a packed lunch), 
talk 1pm. Donations to cover 
costs welcome. For queries email 
unicornecumenicalgroupmail.com. 

SATURDAY 6 MAY 

Sonning: Distinguished conductor 
Jeremy Summerly will provide 
coaching in choral direction, 
working on a variety of pieces from 
choral repertoire. St Andrew’s 
Church, Sonning, 10am - 4.30pm. 
Participants will be joined in the 
afternoon by singers for them to 
conduct. For further details visit 
www.rscm.com/area/berkshire/ 
or contact the RSCM Berkshire 
Secretary by email (mary.delaney@ 
btinternet.com) or phone 
01189403121. 

Chesham: The Friends of St Mary’s 
Church, Chesham present In Voice 
and Verse’s ‘From Time to Time’ - a 
journey through life in music and 
prose from the perspective of the 
Book of Common Prayer. Music 
includes Stanford’s Te Deum. 
7.30pm in the church, tickets £15 
from 01494 785323 or on the door 
or from Perfect Pitch in Chesham 
Broadway. Disabled parking only 
behind the church, please use 
Water Meadow car park. 

SUNDAY 7 MAY 

Witney: Lower Windrush Choral 
Society present a Jubilate concert 
featuring Handel’s The King 
Shall Rejoice, Vivaldi’s Credo, 
Monteverdi’s Beatus Vir, Vaughan 
Williams’ Mass in G Minor. St 
Mary’s Church, 6.30pm. Tickets 
(£10) available from www. 
ticke tsource . co . uk/lower windrush 
or on the door (£12). Under 18s 
free. 

SATURDAY 13 MAY 

Henley-on-Thames: Spring concert 
of the Langtree Sinfonia conducted 
by Paul Cox and featuring 
Mendelssohn’s overture The Fair 
Melusine and Beethoven’s Seventh 
Symphony. These will frame the 
unusual combination of ukelele 
and orchestra in a concertante 
work by Lindsey Higgs. St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm. Tickets at the 


door or from 0118 941 5498. 
(Adults £10, Students £5, Under 
16s free). 

WEDNESDAY 17 MAY 

Cookham Dean: Organ Recital 
given by Nathaniel Keiller ARCO 
at 8pm as part of the Cookham 
Festival. Tickets £10 including 
programme. Further details from 
David Colthup 01628 529861. 

FRIDAY 19 MAY 

Oxford: Unicorn Ecumenical Talks: 
‘Care for Creation: An Ecumenical 
Perspective’ by Revd Dr Laura 
Biron-Scott, Curate of the Parish 
of Kidlington with Hampton 
Poyle. Laura previously worked 
as a Junior Research Fellow in 
Philosophy at Queens’ College, 
Cambridge, and as a Lecturer in 
Philosophy at the University of 
Kent. The House of Saint Gregory 
and St Macrina, 1 Canterbury 
Road, Oxford. 12.30pm for tea 
and coffee (bring a packed lunch), 
talk 1pm. Donations to cover 
costs welcome. For queries email 
unicornecumenicalgroupmail.com. 

SATURDAY 20 MAY 

Oxford: Saying Goodbye Service. 

A remembrance service for people 
who have lost a child at any stage 
of pregnancy, at birth or in infancy, 
whether the loss be recent or 80 
years ago. Christ Church Cathedral, 
7pm. Free entry. See www. 
sayinggoodbye.org. 

Caversham: Erleigh Cantors 
present English Choral Music fit 
for a Coronation featuring music 
written for the coronation of the 
Queen by Walton and Vaughan 
Williams and music for previous 
coronations by Henry Purcell, 

John Blow and Hubert Parry. St 
Peter’s Church, 7.30pm. Proceeds 
to St Peter’s Church and The Royal 
Brompton and Harefield Hospital 
Charity. Tickets available from 
Maggie Nunn (07946 620560), 
Richard Larkin (07557 049092) 
or on the door priced £12 (£10 
concessions and £5 students) 
including refreshments. 

Benson: St Helen’s Church ‘Come 
and Sing’ event, to which all are 


welcome, either as singers or 
audience. The concert will start at 
6pm. Registration for singers is at 
1.30pm. Starting at 2pm there are 
two rehearsal sessions, between 
which tea and cake will be served. 
Conducted by Judith Ward, the 
singers will perform well-known 
choruses by Verdi, Puccini, Sullivan 
and others. Registration forms 
with details of how to obtain 
the music can be obtained from 
judithanneward@aol.com. Audience 
tickets £6, on the door. 

Witney: Witney Festival of Food 
and Drink, St Mary’s Church, 
9.30am-5.00pm.70 stall holders 
from within 30 miles of Witney 
will be showcasing a range of high- 
quality, artisan produce for you to 
sample. 

FRIDAY 26 MAY 

Oxford: Bonn Week festival 
concert on the 70th anniversary 
of the twinning of Oxford and 
Bonn, Oxford Town Hall, 7.30pm. 
Includes a ‘Come and Sing’ 
performance of Beethoven’s 
Symphony no. 9 (German text). 

Full details (including a booking 
form for the concert) at: www. 
oxford.gov.uk/info/20273/bonn_ 
week or contact Alan Pope, 01865 
236347. 

SATURDAY 27 MAY 

Oxford: Ecumenical dual-language 
service for Bonn Week, Wesley 
Memorial Church (New Inn Hall 
Street), 10am. After the service 
there will be a Biirgerfest in Broad 
Street, with performances from 
various music and dance groups 
(both British and German). For 
more information contact Alan 
Pope, 01865 236347. 

Pitstone: Festival of Art, Crafts, 
Flowers and Music, St Mary’s 
Church, 2-6pm today and 11am 
- 5pm on Sunday and Monday. 
Home made refreshments are 
available. 

Monday 29 May 

Penn Street: Cream Teas at Holy 
Trinity, HP7 OPX, 3-5pm and on 
every Sunday following until 24 
September. 




